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It's the end of the world as we know ·t 
by Margaret Walen 

" ... West Chicago's here to stay. Keep our 
air and water clean. Don't pollute it or we'll 
get mean." West Chicago Thorium Action 
Group (TAG) members and other concerned 
citizens have been chanting this at rallies 
for their fight against Kerr-McGee burying 
its nuclear waste permanently In West 
Chicago. 

On February 13, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission's Atomic Safety and"Licenstng 
Board gave Kerr-McGee approval to bury the 
thorium here. About 10 days later. the per
mit was actually Issued to them. 
Thorium Is a low-level radioactive 

material. It Is a gray, sand-like substance 
that gives off radon which Is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer. 

Thorium Is a by-product that was pro
duced by Lindsay Ltght Chemical Co. (now 
the site of Kerr-McGee) 40 years ago. It 
wasn't until 1976 that the hazards this 
material Is causing became known. 

If buried here, the 500,000 cubic feet of 
thorium will be stored in a 46 foot high, 27 
square acre clay cell. The Jll'Ound will bed~ 

up, and they wHI put it in a clay base. 
Then, the mound will be covered with clay, 
grass and weeds; anything that will grow 
on it. 

TAG co-founder. Dan Balocca said, "The 
NRC is going against their own criteria. "The 
Code of Federal Regulations has three cri
teria in disposing the waste. "the site must 
be remote from populated areas, the ground 

water must be protected, (West Chicago's 
ground water supply Is 90 feet below this 
site), and the below grade storage Is the 

t-"""""'""""'Mprtme option• for nuclear waste to reduce 

erosion. Kerr-McGee does not want to com
ply with these regulations because It Is an 
already existing site. . 

Mayor Paul Netzel said, ·we have several 
prongs of attack." The city Is appealing the 
decision along with the Illinois Attorney 
General's office. They have also asked 
Governor James Thompson to interceed 
with the NRC, talking to congressman and 

the President's officials of government af
fairs and lobbying senators to tell their 
story In Washinp;ton. 

TAG has been continually working too. 
They circulated a petition opposing the 
burial, and collected 4,500 signatures. They 
have attended political fundraisers, talked 
with Senator Paul Simon and Representa
tive Dennis Hastert and held rallies at the 

Voicing his opinion. this protestor is one of many working to stop Kerr-McGee 
(photo by Kelly Howard). 

Bon voyage French students lnkspots by Margaret Walen 

Yesterday. 12 WCCHS French students 
boarded an American Atrllne 7 4 7 for a 12 
day exchange to Grenoble. France. 

While In Grenoble, the students will re
side with home-stay fam111es and go to 
school. MaJjorie Appel. the French teacher 
chaperoning the students on the trip said, 
"Grenoble Is famous for its gondola rides up 
the Isere: River. We will be taking one of 
those. We also will visit Uon. the third 
largest city tn France, which is a large sUk 
weaving center." 

At the end of the trip, the students will 
spend two days In Parts sight-seeing. "First 
we will take a stght -seeing trip around Parts 
to get an idea of what Paris is like. Then we 
willvtstttheLouvre,theEiffelTowerandthe 
Pompldou Center (a modem art museum): 
said Appel. 

Some students are Interested on In
creasing their speaking skills while on the 
exchange. Sophomore Beth Villareal said, "I 
want to be able to make it through the school 
day speaking French.· Jackie Mart, a senior 

who went on the exchange two years ago 
remarked, "Taking the train with a friend on 
the exchange to go shopping was my best 
experience. It tested us on how well we 
knew our French." 

Students wlll learn a lot about llfe in 
France on this trip according to Appel. 
"Llvtng with a family, the students will see 
what they eat and what their houses are 
like." said Appel. Students w1ll get a taste of 
what schools, museums, stores, and cafes 
are like. 

"I hope I stay with an open-minded family 
who I will not be afraid to ask questions to," 
said Junior Amy Schultze. She continued, "I 
am excited.lt Is going to be a culture shock." 
Appel added th~t the students will be sur
prised by the Itfestyles and how the 
teenagers act. 

Junior Karen Saad, as well as being ex
cited to learn the language better, would 
also Uke to learn "how French guys are 
different." "I want to tour Parts and see 
what the streets are Uke. I want to see 
everything. I want to make all my dreams 
about France come true,· summed up 
Saad. 

Important dates 
~~ • {-

factory site to fight the decision. TAP also 
meets at 7:30pm every Thursday at the 
Wayne and Helen Fox Community Center. 

City Alderman, Colin Perry said that tho
rium is affecting residents physically and· 
economically. Radioactive materials cause 
cancer. Studies done by the Department of 
Health have stated that lung and colon 
cancer are twice as high In West Chicago 
than in surrounding communities. Besides 
cancer. the material can cause birth defects 
and other side effects. 

"Burying the thorium here wtll lower 
housing here and cause loss of Industry." 
said Perry. He continued, "industries that 
would locate here do not, because oftheneed 
of a good water supply." Btgger Industries 
that are here now face the posslblllty of 
leaving because of their dependency on 
water for their Industry. 

Merrton said, "I'd like to see high school 
students out here. Students should accept 
responsibility and learn that you do count 
and can make a difference in your 
community." 

Perry thinks this Is the most Important 
single issue that Is facing this comm.unity 
and will ever face tt. "West Chicago's future 
Is at stake," he said. 

·A lot of people don't realize what's gotng 
on. People become weary after a 15 year 
battle." said Balocca. Perry agreed," It's ex
tremely important that the public stay In
volved and get more involved to stop 
Kerr-McGee." 

With a note of determination. Balocca 
stated, "Our last recourse will be to stand In 
front of Kerr-McGee trucks If we have to." 

Cosgrove honored 
Senior Chtla ~v• was nauonall1 
~tnthe..,.5 .. ofthe~. 
{Youth tieWASei'Vlee). QeWtletter. A ptcl;t\ft. 
coegrove drew (or bl-d ... ~ that ~
pqbbstted 1-. th•·Movember If -~.·.of · 
'l,11e~~IDYNS. . ~ 

New pool making \waves' 
by Michele Rittomo 

Park District will operate at West Chicago 
Community High School's pool. The Park 
District currently has programs at We-go's 
pool. 

Board member disappears 
The west Chicago Park District Is 

planning to build a swimming pool and 
recreation center to replace the old Reed
Keppler Park site. 

Dave Thomas, ParkDistrictDlrector. says 
that the plans are In the beglntng stages. 
Thomas says that it should be completed by 
the summer of 1992. The Park District ts 
working to establish the contractor. They 
have narrowed It down to four builders. 

The Park District w1ll entirely fund and 
operate the new pool. There will be no In
crease 1n taxes for West Chicago residents. 

The recreation center plans to have many 
fac111ties. The center plans to have a gym
nasium. weightroom, a health fitness 
multi-purpose room, and a dance studio. 
There will be programs for the senior citi
zens, teenagers. and pre-schoolers. 

During the construction of the pool, the 

Some West Chi~ago students are en-
thused about the new pool development. 
Cheryl Wilcox. senior, says, "It's a great 
idea. It gives people a variety of things to do; 
not just swimming." Elisa Biancalana. 
sophomore, says. "I think Its a good idea 
because I think a lot of people will enjoy 
going to the pool during the summer. And to 
have other activities year round." Nancy 
Nolan. senior. comments, "I think 1t Is a·very 
good Idea. It will be something to do because 
there's not that much to do In West Chica
go. It's a great way to keep In shape and 
have fun doing it." Colleen Nourte, sopho
more, thinks it is a good Idea but will have 
Its drawbacks. Nourie says, "I think It's a 
good idea but there will be too much stuff. 
And not many people will go to some of the 
things." 

by Margaret Walen 

Missing: One West Chicago Community 
Htgh School Board of Education Member; 
have you seen Gertrude Pendzlalek? 

Pendzlalek was elected last November to 
the 1989-1993 board. No one on the board 
has been In touch with her since she ftledfor 
the position in July. She was not present to 
answer questions by the media during 
election time or give a speech on Candidates 
Night. 

The board has been working for four 
months without her presence. In January. 
they became aware that she was In Ger
many taking care of her sick mother. The 
board has since then sent her a letter asktng 
her of her intentions. 

Regional Superintendent, Berardo ·nee" 
DeSimone stated, "We do not want to make 

any presumptuous decisions. Everyone Is 
tlytng to be kind, sensitive and cartng to 
what is gotng on if It's a sickness." 

Lawrence Hapgood. the Board President 
said the board's concern was that, •people 
voted for her. and obviously their voice Isn't 
being heard." 

DeSimone agreed. "She has a responsi
bility to the board, the community and the 

students of West Chic.ago. and she should 
fill that." ~. 

Other concerns of the board is wflat would 
happen If they had a stand-still vote. So far, 
the board has carried on their responstblll
ttes without havtnga tie. Hapgood said, "The 
law says you need seven to make a decision." 

The board will give Pendzialek stx weeks 
to respond, and then discuss any possible 

. alternatives to resolve the situation. 
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Library referendum fails 
West Chicago: the city with an image problem. Thorium tallings pile 

up blocks from the high school. ~ downtown area is rtddled with 
burned-out storefronts. U.S. marshals have· seized two drug houses 
here in less than a year. 

It would seem that the citizens of West Chicago could care less about 
changing the image of the town. A referendum to build a new and 
attractive library failed. People were more concerned with the cost, 
which would add about $40 to the yearly tax bill, than they were about 
increasing the prestige of the city. 

The current facility is sorely lacking. Built in 1953, the shortage of 
space is so acute that if a new book is purchased, an old one has to be 
removed to make room for the new arrival. In addition, no new staff 
can be hired because there is simply not enough room for them to. 
work. The 37 year-old building was designed to serve 4,500 rest
dents. Now it is available to 20,000 citizens with 10,000 more expected 
to be added within ten years. Plans are underway for a revitalization 
of downtown under a railroad theme. A new railroad station will be 
built. The new library would have been built near the Casa Rios Bridal 
Boutique on a deserted 4.5 acre parcel of land. It would have been a 
substantial help in the refurbishment, getting a start on the develop-
ment and showing how much better the area could look. · 

The new two-story facility would have had handicap access, meeting 
facilities. group study space, computer and typing areas, and room for 
youth services. 

A lot could have been gained from passage of this referendum. An 
outdated library could have been replaced, the quality of services there 
would have been increased, and a little bit of prestige would have been 
added to this town. A relative bargain for an extra forty bucks a year. 

It seems that people were too selfish and were more concerned with 
their pocketbooks than they were about the city. So next time you have 
a research paper to do, you can go to the library and start to work ... if 
there's room. 

What pep club? 
by Dave Smith 

1990: the year outra
t geousness returned to 
. the Wildcat fans, and 
. what a chance to capJ· 

taltzeon this occurrence. 
The booster club has. 
Just take a look at the 
We-go student body, 
which on any gtven day 
can be seen sporting 

Wildcat Pride sweatshirts or other articles 
from the new Wlldcat fashion line. Or what 
about Coach Maciejewski? He spollf!OTed a 
pep bus to a Glenbard East game to employ 
the fans as motlvatOl'S for the team. 

However. not all people have tried to cash 
lnontheretutnofphenomenalschoolspirlt. 
Who could thts,be but the people who'd you 
most expectto beenjoytogWUdcat Pride, the 
Pep Club. Yes. the Pep Club whlch managed 
to turn tbts year's pep assemblles into true 
redefinitions of the words unimaginative, 
routine, and boring. Yes, that same club 
which never offered to pay for a pep bus to a 
game. Yes, that same club of which tt ts 
almost fmposslble to name of something 
memorable they dld this year. 

Oh, they did do things·: tliough. They 
decorated lockers! "GG We-p,o", or ~You're 
#l, fight hard on that field·tontghtl" This 
event has become so routine that every 
Friday morning you can, hear Pep Club 
members complaining that they have to 
decorate lockers again. 

Hey. and what about those pep assem
blies? Ones at which you can hear the Pep 
Club President politely ask the crowd to · 
cheer along, or scream to the Freshman that 
even they can do It because. after all, they do 
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know how to scream don't they? Now, tfyou 
were a freshman. wouldn't that note of en~ 

couragement make you want to stand up 
and cheer? 

And wbatabouttboseclasscompetltions? 
What fS mort school sptrtted than shouting 
at your classmates as they pass oranges 
between their necks? AndlthJnk:wehaveall 
had enough of seelngwhatcheerleaderscan 
pull out of players' rooms toembarrassthem 
at the 8$$embltes. 

Is It possible to name a memorable expe· 
rlence from thls year's pep aesemblles? 
Maybe. The pom routine with the guy Jocks 
was good. but that 1$ done every year, and 
tsn 't even thought up by the pep club. 

It's easter to name off the past yeara' 
memories of pep assembltes, SeJUors. who 
can forget Joel Mains "Da.vtd Letterman 
Skit:', or the Risky Bullne$$ daneers? What . 
about bltndfoldtng last year's football 
players and having thett moms kles them? 
Or, what aboutthe yeartbattbey ratlledoff 
turkeys? 

What this club tleedS is a good &ttong. 
leader. a new advisor, a. pre&tdent that 
listens to Idea&, and members who are 
willing to put forth some effort Wbat about 
s~ a powder puft' f~"g&l:De? ~ 
HowaboutlnvtUogmoreb4tndStoplayatthe · 
assemhltes? These assemblies need to be 
planned In advance, and should folio. a 
theme or idea. 

Three cheers for the Wildcat Fans. wbOe 
bad marks for the Pep Club. A.s schooJ apirlt 
bas fllled the atr-, we've seen game atten- . 
dance reach an all time high, yet pep as
sembly attendance ha$ reached an all ttme 
low! Seell1 strange? If the club eanget ttsact 
together, maybe they'llaidratherthan work 
ap;ainst school sptrtt. 

n.. 8rldge/s the .student newspsper of 
West Chicago Community High School, 
Tlte Bridge omce Is loceted In room 
216. 

Unsigned editorials appearing In the 
newspaper are the opinions of The 
Bridge editorial board. Content and 
tdltor/al policy are determined by the 
IHI/tors with concu"ence of n.. Bridge 
editorial boerd. The edvlsor IICts In the 
Cllpecity ole proffiJSionel consultant 

Th• opinions expressed by the 
newspap•r Me not necessarily tho•• of 
thtl majority of thfl student. body or th• 
highschooL 

An ounce of common sense is worth more than a pound of gibberish .. . 

Letters to the editor 
Dissection article 'revolting' 
Dear Editor: 

Concerning the article, "Ribbit, Ribbit, 
Rip It, ... ", dated February 9, by Chris 
Seper. we felt it was important to set the 
record straight. The student discussed 
stated that her teacher told her that there 
was no altematlve to dissection. However, 
she was gtven an alternative method for 
completing the assignment by working with 
her lab partner, and observing the dissec
tion, completing the written component and 
taking the test. This is what she actually 
chose to do. The Bridge article stated that 
she "chose to fall". She did not fall. 

In r~sponse to the reference of using fetal 
ptgs for dissections purposes, the student's 
comments were erroneous. The fetus' are 
normally disposed of as a waste product by 
the meat processing industry, and therefore 
our use for the purpose of studying mam
malian anatomy does not remove food from 
those In needed. 

The purpose ofthls letter Is to clarify, not 
to criticize. The student discussed was al
lowed to express her feelings regarding dis
section. and a suitable compromise was 
agreed upon by all parties concemed. We 
encourage students to find an appropriate 
time to express thetrfeeltngs to teachers and 
counselors regarding classroom concerns. 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Gossen 
Ms. Kettler 

Dear Ms. Gossen and Ms. Kettler, 
I apologize for not getting your side of the 

story. The facts that I got about Michelle 
May's experience were from Michelle May, 
and I made a mistake not getting your sides 
of the story. We obviously have conflicting 
views on what happened, and the record wtll 
probably never be set straight. 

As for your second paragraph, the quote I 
got about the farmers selling them to the 
schools was said by you, Ms. Gossen, 
when I asked you this question last year. I 
also got that information from different 
pamphlets about dissection. 

Again, please accept my apology for not 
getting your sides of the story and thank you 
for your input on my article. 

ChrlsSeper 
Sports Editor 

Three cheers for the We-go fans 

Dear Fans, 
lamwrttlngthtslettertothankallthefans 

that supported the basketball team this past 
season. It felt very good being on the side
lines looking up and seeing a tremendous 
crowd. Even though the administration set 
some road blocks, you still found ways to 
cheer and have a good time. And we showed 
other schools that we have the best crowd In 
the DVC. with games like Glenbard East 
away. and the Wheaton Central parent 
ntght at home. I have been the mascot for 
three years, this being my last, it was defi
nitely the best. Once agatn thanks for the 
support and the encouragement. 

Sincerely. 
Chris "Twig'" Wicklund 

Bridge editors botch again 

To Bridge Editors: 
I was rather disappointed upon reading 

the letter that appeared with my name in the 
March l edition of the Bridge. Had parts oftt 
not been vaguely famillar, my conclusion 
would have likely been that the author was, 
at best, semi·llterate. I suspect that many 
people who read your version of the letter 
may have concluded the same thing. This 
makes me rather uncomfortable. I must say, 
as printed, the letter made very little sense. 

As such, please allow me to point out to 
readers that what was printed was not 
exactly the letter as 1 had submitted. One 
entire line was left out and In three other 
paragraphs words were omitted which stg
nlflcantly changed the meaning from the 
ortgtnal. 

I trust that such a slip was merely an 
Isolated incident, and that Bridge editors 
will, in the future, maintain the standards 
that have brought the Bridge national rec
ognition. In the meantime, I remain mis
understood (along with the Teachers' As
sociation, which I was representing), but 
willing to grant the editors a second chance. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Terry F. Zimdt~rmann 
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Interplanetary weiners invade We-go 
by Chris Seper 

You have probably noticed It a thousand 
times. ·Right across the street from Me
Donalds, the big sign with the hot dog on 
it. The place Is Marz Red Hots, and It Is 
soon to become the new teen oasis. 

The first thing that gets your attention Is 
just the overall atmosphere of the place. 
Unlike the Frankles Red Hots that came 
before Marz, this place is clean with a capital 

"C*. along with being brightly Itt. 
Pictures of Marilyn Monroe and James 

Dean on the wall are the main eye catchers, 
as well as "Crulsln' at Marz" T-shlrts, some 
great video games and a juke box that 
gtves the place a kind of modem 50's teen 
hang out mystique. The person who owns 
Marz, Marton Flejoo along with partner 
Dorothy Lipinski, thought of the idea of the 
James Dean/50's look. 

"It's gotten to the point where you need a 
theme," Flejoo said. "There's hot dog joints 
all over the place. In the city there's one on 
every corner. You want to be different." 

"People like the decorations, they Uke the 
car show~. they like the shirts, everything 
that goes with lt," Ftejoo continued. "It's a 
fun place to be." Last year, Marz held a 
classic car show for the general public 
which turned out to be a great success. 

There are other hot dog places In West 
Chicago, but Marz beats them all, hands 
down. 

Now don't get me wrong, Marz Is not just a 
straight up hot dog joint. Along with their 
com dogs. hot dogs, salad dogs, polish dogs. 
chill dogs. chill cheese dogs, cheese dogs, 
double dogs, and jumbo dogs (all hot dogs 
lovers' delights), Marz offers nachos, half 
pound hamburgers and cheeseburgers. 
Italian beef. Italian sausage, meatball 
sandwiches. chill, pitas, gyros. chicken and 
perch sandwiches, and a three foot long 

This one in a million sign is the Marz 
trademark, which succeeded 
Frankie's Red Hots. Check them out 
at 31 0 Neltnor Avenue. 

submarine that wtll make your mouth 
water. 

I won't even go Into their side orders. 
Marz also plans to, and hang onto your 

hats, get an Ice cream parlor Installed with 
the help of another teen hang out, Colonial 
Ice Cream. It should be ready from anywhere 
to late spring or the middle of summer. 

Flejoo was not shy tn sharing the pride he 
has In his establishment and tn the food he 
sells. "The quality is prtmo, A-number-one," 
Flejoo said. 

I tend to agree. My personal favorite Is the 
chicken sandwich. The tender breast meat 
will blast any chicken sandWich tn the area 
to the real Mars. As a test, I let the sandwich 
sit for a couple of minutes to see If it was one 
of those, "steams when they serve tt, freeze 
when you eat It" Jobs. It wasn't. The 
chicken was still piping hot and tasted 
great. 

Junior Jennifer Kramer, a regular at 
Marz, tended to agree. "The food there Is 

warm unlike other places." she said. "I 
like the hot dogs," added Junior Jennifer 
Pastorelll. "They're really good." 
. The hot dogs are the specialty and for a 

good reason. All hot dogs are actually 
longer than the bun. Plus, the condiments 
they use look and taste fresh, and they are 
In no way chlncy In their helpings. 1 or
dered a hot dog With Just mustard once, 
and was on my way to brtng It back be
cause I thought they gave me a cheese dog! 
That Is how much mustard they use! 

Marz also makes their own chill and 
meatballs, and It Is great! 

Anothercredltthat places like McDonalds 
will never have Is that the team ofFiejooand 
Lipinski treat you with respect, like friends. 

"When you come tn, we talk to you,· FleJOO 
said. "We make you feel like you're a part of 
this. Which Is great. You go to McDonalds, 

you think they care? They got so much vol
ume, It's a computer franchise." 

"There are a lot of other owners who say, 'I 
don't know you. All I want is your dollar'." 
Flejoo said. 

Marz and the people there seem to have 
reinvented the term service with a smile. No 
matter who you are. a smile. and usually a 
conversation, Is what you'll gat at Marz. 
When Is the last time the manager at 
McDonalds took time out just to talk to you? 

Fiejoo is attempting to extend his com
munity spirit towards high school students. 
Flejoo Is working with the American Legion 
Hall to sponser a dance with a "say no to 
drugs" theme. 

"It should go well," Flejoo ~d. "The thing 
behind that Is say no to drugs and alcohol. 
Teach the kids that there's no need to go 
partying Friday night. You can get together 
without beer, without the pot and have a 
goodtlme."Fiejoofeelsthatadancewouldbe 
able to gtve high school students some place 
togo. HealsoseesthebtgproblemwithWest 
Chicago ... 

"What's there to do around here?" Flejoo 
asked. "(For the dance) You figure five, six 
dollars a head. You dance from seven ttl 
midnight. You have a good time." 

The only problem with Marz is that they 
are a bit pricey. But to Flejoo, you get what 
youpayfor. 

"Everything here ts quality," FteJoo said. 
"We do charge a little bit more. But tn reality, 
we're cheaper. Yougotntothecltyyoucan't 
find a beef sandwich for under three 
dollars." 

Right now, Marz's main problem Is that 
nobody knows they are there. "A lot of peo
ple, we've been here a year, they say 'Hey I 
don't know :what you guys serve'. That's 
hard on us (advertising wise)." 

Check ttoutl You will not be disappointed. 

A Oaxacan in West Chicago 
by ZoUa Galvan 

Zotla Galuan Is a senior at West Chicago 
and tn the second level of the bilingual 
program. As a Mexican student, she was 
asked to describe her experiences ad
justing to high school life tn the United 
States. 

Because the article was originally 
written tn Spanish, given the content, and 
tn recognition of the Spanish speaking 
populatfon at West Chicago, the decision 
was made to print the following In both 
English and Spanish. 

I was born In a town in the state of Oaxaca, 
Mexico. There I grew up and developed my 
social life among my community and family. 

1 have lived the United States for two 
years. 1 came to this country because my 
father had lived here a long time, and my 
·family wanted to be together like we had 
beeninMexlco.Anotherreasoniflndmyself 
here is that I used to have many dreams of 
knowing this country, and I thought 
learning English would be very good for me. 
So I forged the objective of staying here until 
I had learned English and had found 
something better for my ltfe. 

When I left my home, I used to think all 
would be easy; that gotng to a fortegn coun
try was like going to whatever state In my 
country- but I was mistaken. Everything 
was very difficult, principally because I 
couldn't communicate with anyone. It was 
asifl were mute, wlthoutknowlngwhat was 
said to me, what to say, or even anyone to 
communicate With. 

Upon arriving at West Chicago. the first 
thing I did was to come to the high school. 
Later I saw the necceslty for a job, and I 
started to work. I dldn 'tthink to return to the 
school, but I realized upon working that 
school and learning English were very Im
portant. 

In addition, in the factory where I was 
working, there were some people, two or 
three. who treated me like something In
significant, as If I had to be at their service 
whenever they wanted. 

But all this I forgot the instant when I 
found myself with the rest of the people that 
work here and offered me friendship. They 

urged me to continue advancing and be
cause ofthis, I returned to school to start the 
next year. 

My life in the school has been good. I have 
had support from all my teachers and from 
my friends as well. and I have made many 
friendships. But something has happened 
as well to make me feel bad. 

There was an American girl in my P.E. 
class last year. I don't think she liked me 
very well because she would always avoid 
me. That wasn't so bad, but what made a 
strong impression on me was that one time 
as I was walktngdown the hallway I met her. 
Upon seeing me, she came straight toward 
me and pushed me. My books fell, and she 
smiled as I recovered my things. 

It hurt a lot and I felt bad because I dldn 't 
understand why she did that. Well, I am no 
longer worried because she left last June. 
Now if I find myself with someone who 
doesn't like me, I keep away and try not to 
bother them. I am happy to be a member of 
this school although I have many difficulties 
witb the language. 

Because I have to study and work at the 
same time, It's very difficult to stay awake 
and active in my classes. There are times, 
although I don't want this, that I can't pay 
attention because I'm too tired. Also, I don't 
have time to do the homework well It's dif
ficult, but I like to do it. Already I've gotten 
accustomed, and the most beautiful thing 
Is to feel the satisfaction that you are 
trying to do well. 

I would like to say that though there are 
times I don't feel like gotng to school any
more, there's something that makes me 
think about all the good that I have learned. 
This makesmydeslretoreturn tomyclasses 
every day strong and forget the bad that has 
happened, and so I try to continue forward. 

It is difficult for us, the Hispanics, to get 
accustomed to another culture. but little 
by little we are learning. Now I feel happy 
to be in the school, and I like being In this 
country although I really miss the place 
where I was born. 

For all the kids In the school and especially 
my friends, I want to tell them to stick to 
school. think of the future, and to make 
their parents proud of them. Allis difficult. 
but not Impossible. 

..,..,..........,.~~ .......... ,..,.,., 
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Freshmen: The new 
kids in school 

What was your worst experience as a freshman? 
by Kim Kosatka 

'Taking the bus," Virginia Blake, senior. 

"Giving a speech on hiccups, made a complete 
fool of myself and then got the hiccups," Karen 
Saad,junlor. 

"Getting hit with an apple in the hallway," 
.Patrick Murzyn, junior. 

"Being taped up all the way to the knees with 
duct tape and having to walk three blocks Uke 
that," Derek Schoepf, sophomore. 

"Taking ten minutes to open my locker and 
three trips to the office for help," Ben Penaflor, 
junior. 

"The first day- I walked into sophomore En
glish class,· sat down and the teacher lectured 
how class should act Uke sophomores because 
they weren'Ureshmen anymore, so I raised my 
hand and told her I was a freshman, everyone 
chanted "rhiney" and when I was leaving the 
class, there were three doors and I picked the 
door to the closet. Everyone died laughing," Barb 
Vlach, senior. 

"Having my name put under a cartoon picture 
for the Photo Opinion because they didn't have 
my picture," Art Ludwig, freshman. 

"Went to my sixth hour class when it was 
reallyfifthhour. Ididn'tknowanyonelnthere," 
Dee Calderinl, sophomore. 

Here's the answer 
to your first 

college economics quiz: 
823353 

This is the Lender Code number for West 
Suburban Banking. When you fill out the 
Financial Aid forms at the college of your 
choice, this number will let us help you realize 
the dream of a college education now without 

· starting a repayment schedule until six months 
after leaving school. 
We can finance your tuition, books, living 
expenses and more through a Statford Loan, 
formerly called a Guaranteed Student Loan, 
at interest rates of 80/o or 100/o depending on 
the length of the loan. Even your Economics 
Professor would like those rates. 
· For more answers about financing your 

college education please call: 
Donna Walz at- (708) 691-8558 

IIJST fii.JBUIBAN BANK/Nii fit 
fQIIAL ltOUINl 

LENDER 

"I was a slave for a freshman guy for a week 
and he made me roll down freshman hall," Nikki 
Brockman, sophomore. 

"Walked upstairs, tripped and slid all the way 
down the stairs," Kathy Hults, freshm~n. 

"Getting hit with a balloon filled with 
Kool-Aid," Chad Hansen, junior. 

"Five minutes before class was over I realized · 
I wasn't in biology,". Gretchen Matthews, senior. 

"First day of school," Andy Johnson, sopho
more. 

.. Running into a guy and him falling over," 
Carrie Peterson, freshman. 

•seeing a cockroach on 
the water fountain when 
going to get a drink.' 
Wendy. Haugh, senior. 
"Havtngmypantsalmostpulledoffonmyway 

to gym," Chriss Trevino, senior. 
"Looking for the bathrooms," 

freshman. 

"Walking through the gates in the library "On the first day I waited outside of the study 
hall room for a half an hour until the doors were 
opened at 8 a.m. I thought school started at 7:30 
a.m.," Cheryl Wilcox, senior. 

setting off the beeper," Dee Hesslfnt. 

"Seeing a cockroach on the wa 
when going to get a drink," Wendy na.u~u, 1 

"When six seniors gave me a swirly in the 
bathroom," Ben Seaver,junior. 

"Swimming," Cathy Mattson, fres~man. 

"Gettingvaseline on my fingertips when I held 
onto the railing," Heidi Deal, senior. 

nior. 

"Spilling my drink all over the front 
pants," Matt Haverty, sophomore. 

"When looking for my class, a senior 
me the wrong way," Mandy Bon, senior. 

The first year is the worst year 
by Melissa King 

Is there any solution to making freshman year 
easier? The stereotypical afflictions associated 
with it still exist. Getting lost, harrassed, con
fused, frustrated. It wouldn't be freshman year 
if you didn'tgetlost. picked on by someone much 
larger than you, (or didn't it seem that way?), 
and if you opened your locker on the first try? 

Many will agree that everyone seemed out to 
get them. (Sometimes it appears even other 
freshmen). Sophomore Brian Levake would 
have had less problems if he could "carry a light 
handgun". He also suggested to "just get rid of 
sophomores. juniors, and seniors." Freshman 
Dave Flatter narrowed it down to "no seniors". 
Junior Jennifer Walters was scared of seniors. 
"We looked up to Varsity when I was on 
volleyball." 

·Otherwise, the same worries still exist. It's 
hard to find your class, much less get there on 
time. Freshman Kathy Mattson would have had 
an easier time if "the school wasn't so big, and 
being able to find more bathrooms than the one 
downstairs." Freshman Cherie Gale also agrees 

"more time to ·from one class to 

another." 
Not only is it a problem gotngto a big 

but if .you don't know where your 
hopeless. Senior Dee Hesseling said if sh 
the school better, where she was got 
not worrying if she was "w~ do 
wrong corridor," freshman year woul 
been easier for her. Junior Erin Gross 
crowded stairways. "Put a banister In the 
to make one side upfone side down.· Sen: 
Ragsdale feels if he would have known 
his classes where instead of "walking • 
like an idiot," he would have had a bette 

It's bad enough you have your everyd 
blems, but if you have friends toe»throt 
crisis .with you, it makes everythinl 
bearable. Senior Paul Bullard feels "If I 
have known more people ... and wouldn 
been afraid of getting involved: dances,~ 
games, etc.," he would have had •ore fll 
Junior Ben Peneflor agrees. "If I woul 
known more people I would have fel 
comfortable." · 

Everyone seems to survive the· pttJ 
freshman year. Too bad it takes ntne me 
hell. 
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erte Gale, 

, a senior directed 
Bon, seaior. 

gotngto a btg school, 
your going it's 
said if she knew 

she was going, and· 
"wa~ down the 

year would have 
Erin Gross dreaded 

a bcUli~;terln the middle 
down. • Senior Joel 

have known where 
of "waaking around 

had a better year. 
yom everyday pro

to.,through the 
everything more 

feels "If I would 
... andwouldn'thave 

·dances, going to 
had ore fun. And 

"If I would have 
have felt more 

;. .. ,.,mve the · pitfalls of 
takes nine months of 

Same name different year· 
by Julie Mastro 

· College or high school. 
There really Is no 
difference-a freshman Is 
a freshman. 

Being a freshman 
means realizing the fact 
that you're the newest 
addition to a school. and 
accepting the Idea that 
you have to live with that 

fact for a year. Unfortunately, It's not the 
easiest thing In the world. But then agatn.lt 
usually lsn 't as bad as It's cracked up to be. 
When you're starting school as a freshman, 
terrible stories of freshman torture passed 
down from generation to generation haunt 
your mind. You don't even bother to hope for 
the best. Instead, you just accept the worst 
and those horror stories become more ter
rifying the closer the first day of school 
comes. 

I can remember all ofthe nightmares I had 
about starting high school. I was no longer a 
"big shot" eighth grader and I wasn't exactly 
very fond of that. I dreamt of hours spent 

wandering aimlessly around the Intimidat
Ing hallwaysofWCCHSandstlll never being 
able to tlnd my classes. I had a recurring 
nightmare about missing my bus .. after 
school and betng taunted and teased by a 
group of seniors for my freshman-like looks 
as they cruised by In their sports cars 
whtle I was walking home. My only hope to 
survive this first year of hell was the wish 
that I would somehow learn to keep my 
mouth shut. and disappear into the shad
ows along with most of the other 
freshmen. 

Now that I'm getting closer to starting 
another year ofbetng a freshman, this time 
in college, I think back to my fears as a high 
school freshman and realize how stupid 
they were. However, of course I do still have 
some apprehensions about being a fresh
man once again. It Is gotng to be very hard 
from going to good ol' familiar We-go to a 
school which I know absolutely nothing 

. about. No longer will I be able to recognize 
everybody I pass In the halls, and know 
where every classroom Is without a doubt. I 
do not dream of being teased anymore be
cause I am a freshman, but new thoughts 

replace the old. I worry about never meeting 
any Interesting people and not betng able to 
resist the always present invitation to party. 

Starting college means accepting re
sponslbtllttes, taklngcareofmyfutureasan 
adult. and not being treated as a kid any
more. There are many differences between a 
htgh school freshman and a college fresh
man, but both go along with fears and 
doubts. The one thing that I keep In mind to 
make my first year of college a little easier Is 
that I survived It once. and I can do It agatn. 

ROM TIME H 
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From Chow Mein to Johnny Mozetti 
byAnnShim 

Imagtne what it would be like to be from 
China and come to the U.S. There you'd be 
living where the culture Is totally different 
from your own. 

Coming from a developing third world 
country to a developed first world country, 
the way oflife would automatically differ. In 
China the main source of transportation are 
bicycles. when in the U.S. automobles are 
mostly used. And while we go to grocery 
storesforfood.peopleinChlnabuygroceries 
at street markets.lmagtne gotngfrom Chow 
Meln noodles to hamburgers and french 
fries! 

George Chen Is a new student at WCCHS 
who is experiencing exactly this. Chen Is 
from Shanghai. China, and Is here in the 
U.S. with his parents. Chen's Chinese 
name is Chen Chen. He Is 15 and a sopho
more. He is staying at Fermllab where his 
parents are now workin~. 

To gtve an Jdea of Chen's background, you 
would have to know a little about his Asian 
homeland as well. China is only the third 
largest country in area, but tt has over one 
billion people, about a fourth of the world 
population. It is a third world country and is 
sttll growing industrially_ and economically. 
Its per capital GNP ts much lower than the 
U.S. but has multiplied more than six times 
within the last 30 years. 

he replied, "I thought I'd learn more knowl
edge in America and know about the things 
here that are better than in China." In 
China. Chen only thought school in the U.S. 
would be different In that It would be more 
difficult to learn in a foriegn language. 

In China. Chen attends school six days a 
week from 7:45 A.M.to 4:00 P.M. He has 
seven classes and a two hour lunch period. 
The classes he takes are English. math 
(Algebra 2). Chinese and world geography, 

chemistry. physfts. Chinese literature and 
callgraphy, art and music, and computers. 

During Chen's two hour break he says. 
"Students usually eat lunch, play basket
ball, or do homeowrk." Most people bring 
lunches such as rice and noodles. The 
school has food. but most kids don't like it. 
Because Chen's class has only about 40 

students, he was surprised at this school's styles before. He found it very unusual to see 
size and the number of students. students in the halls kissing or holding 

According to Chen. the major contrast hands because his school would never allow 
between students here and in China is that anything like that. 
in China they are more behaved and all work 
very hard for grades. The school's are much 
more strict and they must wear uniforms. 
For boys they consist of white dress shirts 
and dark pants and the girls wear white 
blouses and dark skirts. He says their 
principal Is very strict in the way they dress 

In Chen's extra time he, "Studies, plays 
basketball, Nintendo. cards, or shoots 
guns." Gun shooting is a required class in 
school. What does_he shoot at? He says tar
gets ~re pins. 

"I like English and P.E. English is very 
interesting and I like P.E. because I like 
sports."saysChenabouthtsfavortteclasses 
here.ln the future Chen would like to go Into 
Computer Sciences. He says "I love 
computers!" 

Chen likes all American food, even the 
cafeteria food here. He says his favorite is 
hamburgers. 

"I like to eat my mom's food." commented 
Chen about Chinese food. Shimai is a very. 
popular breakfast meal he likes. It is four 
cubes of pqrk wrapped tn won ton skin and 
dipped in hot spices. This is not only popu
lar in China, but in the U.S. too. 

One thing In China Chen wishes was here 
is his II year old brother. They are the only 
children in their family. Because of China's 
large population, families are limited one 
child per family. If they have more than one 

anddothelrhatr. Thestudentshavetodress child, the government deducts money from 
neatlyandnoonewearsrtpsin their clothes. their salaries. 
The boys must have short hair and the girls Chen's parents wtllcontinuethelrworkat 
have straight hair. no longer than below Fermilab for at least a year. although the 
their shoulders. exact duration of their stay Is not set. 

Seeing people with different styles of Meanwhile Chen will have the chance to 
clothing and hair doesn't surprise Chen practice his Engllsh and eat all the ham-
because he has seen pictures of various burgers he can. 

Probably the most stgntficant event In 
modern Chinese history was the 1949 
takeover of China by Mao Tse-tung (or 
Mao Zedong) and the Communist Party 
from the NationaUsts. Mao organized and 
attempted many times to industrialize the 
country. as in the Great Leap Forward and 
the Cultural Revolution, but came to disas
ter each time. Mao died in 1976 and Deng 
Xtopang took control in 1981. He led the 
country to a new constitution and more 
practical policies. 

A separate piece ... 
Now, more recently China has been ex

periencing internal problems. especially in 
light of the global shift to democratic reform. , 
One is the student demonstrations that took 
place last June. Most recently. the students 
have been ustng quotes by Mao, whose 
teachings called for ·continuous 
revolution", against the government. Be
cause of the reports of represslonagatnst the 
students by the government, including 
many deaths. Human rights is an area 
highly crtttctzed by foreign countries about 
China. 

In China the way of life differs In many 
ways from that in the U.S. Driving a car 
instead of riding a bicycle can be consid
ered a luxury in China. Household jobs, 
food shopping. and cooking Is done to
gether by all members of the famlly, In
cluding men. In a Chinese apartment, a 
separate kitchen can be called a luxury. 
Even the bathrooms are in the hall and are 
shared with the neighbors. While in China 
a calculator is used as a prized tool, here in 
the U.S. students tend to take this. as well 
as many other things. for granted. 

When Chen heard he was to visit the 
U.S. he wanted to come. When asktd why, 

Just in time for turnabout. 
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Freshmen boost 
Lady Cot track 

by Chris Seper 

The Lady Wildcat track team got a couple 
belated Christmas gifts this year. There 
names are Sarah Myers and Adrienne Yule. 

The freshmen tap.dem of Myers and Yule 
have been tearing up the track as of late, 
each running sub six minute miles and have 
given the Cats two extra distance runners to 
bring the total sub six minute runners to 
three. 

The third Is junior Heather Jardts. who 
last year, was theonlygtrl who could achieve 
the sub-six mark. 

wWe're very excited about having them In 
the program." Coach Wilbert Walters said 
about Lady Cat newcomers. "They're qual
tty runners. That's what you need to build a 
quality program. • 

Walters club has already improved in the 
points scored In a track meet. In only there 
first meet. the four-team Glenbard North 
Invitational, where they finished second 
behind Glenbard North, the Lady Cats 
scored 51 points. higher than any points 
scored last year. In the next meet where the 
Cats beat Oswego and St. Viator, the Lady 
Cats topped that. scoring 57. 

The Cats also took second In the six-team 
Fenton Invitational, an lnvttattonal that 
they have been placing last in for the past 
three years. They missed first by one point. 

To add to the new found distance domi
nance the Lady Cats received. the Cats still 
have junior Nicole Horyn and sophomore 
Dawn Zyllnskt dominating their events: In 
the first meet of the season. Horyn Imme
diately set ffeldhouse records In the 
800-meter run along with Zyllnskl setting 
one in the 55-meter hurdles. 

"Dawn Zyllnski is our premier sprinter." 
Walters said. "Although Nicole Horyn Is our 
best all-around runner." 

The depth Is also powerful in the distance 
as Walters said that three other runners, 
freshmen Kelly McGloon. Ann Zimmer and 
Amy Koslfas. all have talent. 

The Lady Cat squad has run into some 
problems, however, with the depth of the 
sprinters and tracksters In the field events. 
The Lady Cats have only three varsity 
sprinters to put in three events. 

"We can't do It (fill all three events full)." 
Walters said. "'We can't run them because 
we're short two sprinters." 

Walters said that a few good sprinters 
have decided to go on to other activities. 
"They seem to have made decisions about 
other things." commentcti Walters. 

In the field events. sophomore Laura 
Emery has been able to hold her own in the 
shot put and discus whllefreshmen Rachael 
Harper and Julie Rodenktrch try to pick up 
the slack In the long and high jump. 

But Walters said that although the 
freshmen have potential, competing at the 
varsity level may take a whlle, and Zyllnskl 
has been called on to help out. 

"We're short on the field events," Walters 
said. "Dawn Zyllnskt is our high jumper and 
hurdler." 

Walters does gtve credit to this team as the 
best track team he as ever coached as far as 
work ethic goes. 

"They work hard," Walters said. wNever a 
whimper out of these kids. They believe In 
what they're doing and that's how you're 
going to win." 

The Lady Cats next meet is April 3 at 
Glenbard South at 4:30p.m. 
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Baseball sets to 'lockout' DVC 
by C&ndi Sabol 

The baseball team hopes and expects a 
better season this year. 

Last year the season ended with an overall 
record of 10-19 and 5-16 In the DuPage 
Valley Conference. They finished seventh 
behind Wheaton Central. Head Coach Tim 
Courtney expects wa winning and con
tending team in the DVC." He also said they 
are wa team that never gtves up ... 

As most teams, the Cats have their 
strengths and weaknesses for the season 
ahead. wOur pitching staff ts our strong 
point," said Courtney. 

Senior JesusBlancowasastarttngvarstty 
pitcher last year. He had a record of2-3 and 
an earned run average of 2.93. In the 
summer league he was 3-5 with an ERA of 
3.50. 

"His strengths are his ability to walk very 
few and strike out many batters," Courtney 

Junior Pat Quane shows perfect concentration In catchlhg pratice. 
Baseball's first game is 1 0 a.m. March 30 at St. Francis. (Photo by Joe Oliver) 

said. wHewillbeastarttngpitcherthlsyear.• 
Blanco sees the season ahead to be suc
cessful. wlf our pitching holds up. we'D be 
good and surprise some people,· Blanco 
said. 

Other pitchers include junior Shelby 
Dean, who had a summer league record of 
3-2 and an ERA of 1.84. Senior Scott Pold 
wlll also be a contender. He had a record of 
1-3 last year with an ERA of 3.26 and two 
saves. The summer league was better for 
him with a record of 3-0 and a 1.94 ERA. 

The uncertalJ1ty this year for the Cats will 
be in the outfield, according to Courtney. 
"Our only strong senior in the outfield is Dan 
Peterson," Courtney said. Another senior 
outfielder is ineligible because of first se
mester grades. Courtneyhopessomejunlors 
will be able to fill the holes. 

Another disadvantage We-go faces is an 
unfamiliar coaching staff. Head Coach Ron 
Hansen retired and left the job to former 
sophomore coach Courtney. This, plus 
other vacancies. left two empty coaching 
spaces. 

The freshmen coach is Scott Kaminsky. a 
paraprofessional at We-Go. Kaminsky is 
looking forward to a good and Interesting 
season. "It's always interesting working 
with freshmen kids." Kaminsky said. This is 
his first time coaching. 

Sophomore Coach Brent Heathcott. who 
ls the sports editor for the Press New-

, spapers, and assistant varsity Coach Ernie 
Cameron are the other two coaches. Court
ney Is wsatisfied with the coaching staff. 
They have the potential to be very good," 
Courtney said. 

Girls kick -off soccer season 
by Tricia Blum 

The Lady Cats' soccer team Is underway. 
They have been praticing for three weeks 
now. 

Head Coach Steve Kimery perdlcted the 
season to be a fun season. wl want the gtrls to 
be ascompetlveas possible and to have fun," 
Kimery said. 

"We have a very difficult schedule," 
Kimery said. "We play Downers Grove 
South, Glenbard West, Naperville Central, 
Naperville North, Rockford Boylan, St. 
Charles and Wheaton Central, they are all 
rated In state." Three of those teams, Na
pervilles Central and North and Wheaton . 
Central are In the Cats' conference. 

One of the goals set by Kimery this season 
Is to finish In the top half of the conference. 
There areetght teams this year, compared to 
last year's seven. The Ladycats finished 
fourth last year. ·Naperville Central, Na
perville North, and Wheaton Central w1ll be 
the top three teams, then West Chicago and 
Wheaton North w1ll follow ,I think the team 
will end up In the middle group.· Kimery 
said. 

The team has many returning letter 
winners. A few of the team players, Yvette 
Alfaro, Jessica Andrews. Chell Castro, Trt
nette~ Olga Perez and"Cherle Oskerka, 

We're your complete 
Flower Shop - -

· We can help you 
celebrate all occasions! 

• Corsages ~ .. , ·::~~ 
• Bouquets 
• Special Arrangements 
• Gift Ideas 
Tell that spetiafsomeone that 
you care with Flowers from 

Jacobsen's! 
"The beauty of our 

business is flowers!" 

had the chance to play socctrfn Europe over 
the summer. 

Three players were lost to graduation, 
forward Castro. forward Diana Cruz and 
forward Theresa Romero. Castro had eleven 
goals and Cruz had seven. Castro and Cruz 
were both high scorers for the team. Castro 
was voted most valuable offense player. 
all-conference first team and all-state hon
orable mention. 

•eastro and Cruz will both be missed." 
Kimery said. "They both had alot of ball 
skUI." 

The Lady Cats have lost goalie Cheryl 
Wilcox. Wilcox has not reported to any 
prattce yet, and has not talked to Kimery 
about not playing. Kimery feels that West 
Chicago has the two top goalies. "They are 
both (Oskerka and Wilcox) equal In sklll," 
Kimery said. 

wwe have alot of strong players ... Kimery 
said, • And we will do well against the other 
teams." Kimery thinks that the Lady Cats 
will do good because of the strong Park 
District program. 
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Softball sets for DVC domination 
by Chris Seper 

Coach Lee Maciejewski does not care how 
good the other softball teams are In the 
DuPage Valley Conference, thank you very 
much. 

"I never pay any attention to the other 
teams. I really don't," Maciejewski said. "I 
don't care how good the other teams are. I 
only care how we play." 

But coach, how good Is this year's softball 
team? 

"This Is the best team we've ever had." 
Do not take this statement lightly. The 

Lady Cat softball team Is no also-ran, 3-900 
team, dead last In the DVC. They were last 
years conference champs, the only team at 
West Chicago to do such a thtng. While 
achetving the DVC championship, the 
earned an overall record of 22-5, 12-2 In the 
DVC. 

How could a team that good be even 
better? Well, by having six varsity letter
winners returning along with three all
conference players In juniors Melody Ben
son and Kelly Matthews and senior Angle 
Webb seems to be the main reason for 
Maciejewski's optimism. 

"This is the best talent we ever had," Ma
clejewski reiterated. "If our program has 
progressed to that point (that I hope), we 
could go down state." 

The Lady Cats wlll be coming out all guns 
blazing with the return of their star pitcher 
Matthews. Last year, Matthews pitched 
every single game for the Cats and may do It 
again this year. But, Maciejewski may cou
ple his attack with last year's junior varsity 
star sophomore Gretchen Austgen. 

"We're going to find out who are best 
pitcher is and how competitive our second 
pitcher Is," Maciejewski said. "If our second 
pitcher can consistently win, then we'llgo to 
two girls. If I don't feel that my second 
pitcher Is competitive enough against the 
competition we play, then we'll go with one 
and use the other one as backup." 

Maciejewski said that the decision will be 
made after the seven pre-se,asonfnon-DVC 
games the Lady Cats play. 

Maciejewski also has confidence In his 
outfield. "Our outfield Is air tight," Macie
jewski said. Last years starting outfield, 
Benson, senior Missy Vega and sophomore 

Teresa Wilson, are back agatn for the Cats. 
The Infield Is another matter, not as much 

for their lack of strength but for the tnten
sen ess of the competition to earn a spot. The 
tandem of Sue Thomas and Webb will be 
handling the duties at third base and 
shortstop. 

Thomas may be hampered with a Uga
ment injury she sustained during the bas
ketball season. Maciejewski said that it may 
take time for her to get to full speed. 

But on the other side of the infield, so
phomores Liz Gemand and Chris Wright as 
well as freshmen Shannon Mason wUI be 
competing for a spot at second base. 

"All the gtrls have talents, but they're all 
diffemt talents,· Maciejewski explained. 
"One has a better arm than the other, one's 
quicker than the other, one canfield the ball 
better. Second base is a key position since 
we've got good pitching." 

At first base, the competition Is between 
juniors Rachel Sedlacek and Jessica 
Walters. ButMaclejewsklsaidthatSedlacek 
may get the designated hitter role. Catcher 
will be taken by junior Laurie DaVIdson. 

With the loss of last years number one 
slugger, Michele Lubinski, Maciejewski said 
that their offensive mindset may not be on 
power hitting, but that does not mean they 
do not have it. 

"We'U try to nickel and dime you with 
single-bunt-single, but we'U have a Uttle 
pow~r to back It up." Maciejewski said. The 
power hitters Maciejewski said that he Is 
looking toward are Sedlacek and Webb. 

"I think Rachel Sedlacek can really hit the 
ball against the (pitching) machine," Ma
ciejewski said. "1 think Angle (Webb) Is 
stronger this year and will be able to provide 
a lttlle more power. The only thing about 
Angte Is everybody knows her. Because of 
that they play her at depths that Babe Ruth 
would be played at." 

As for another DVC crown, Maciejewski 
feels It may be a 11ttle tougher than last year 
to repeat. "People are going to be looking at 
us, tryingtoknockusoff,"Maclejewsklsald. 
"If we play up to our potential rather than 
other peoples potential we will be very hard 
to beat." 

Junior Laurie Davidson works her techn.ique duriRg practice. Davidson will The LadyCatsflrstgameofthe season Is a 
doubleheader March 29 at Downers Grove be behind the plate for the ladycats this season. (Photo by Joe Oliver) 
North at 10 a.m. 

'Grape power' key for juiced- up starlette's success 
I?Y Margaret Walen 

"We have the grape!" This is what senior 
Jessica Andrews says about how successful 
the girls soccer team will be this year. 

Andrews takes soccer seriously. "I play 
soccer year round. I'm never out of it." Het 
accomplishments from her hard work 
were rewarded during last year's soccer 
season. Andrews won most valuable 
player defense and overall, all-conference 
and all-state honorable mention. 

Andrews has been playing soccer for 11 
years. "I played for AYSO," Andrews says. 
"My parents just signed me up. 1 became 
more Interested when I joined Wheaton 
Wings because It was a traveling team and 
more competitive team.· 

During her freshmen year, Andrews 
played on the boys' freshmen soccer team 
because the girls' team had not begun yet. 

Andrews had played with many of the 
guys on the team In junior high. but It was 
uncomfortable when the team had their pep 
talks in theguys'lockerroom. Andrews also 
felt like she had to prove herselftothepeople 
who did not know she could play. · 

Since her freshmen year< Andrews has 
played on the girls' varsity team and is 
currently center midflelder. Andrews has 
also traveled to Europe twice with Sparta, 
a traveling team. On her first trip. the 
Sparta team won the Copenhagen tourna-
ment in Denmark. . 

Her last trip, this past summer, the team 
played for two weeks In West Germany, 

Sweden and Denmark. They competed in 
two tournaments; the Dana Cup and the 
GothlaCup. 

"We made It to the semi-finals of the 
Gothla." Andrews says. "It was awesome. 
It's the btggesttournament in the world. We 
didn't feel bad because the team we lost to 
won the whole tournament.· 

Senior Jessica Andrews has a lot to 
smile about these days due to 
scholarship offers galour. (Photo 
by Chris Seper) 

While in Sweden, Andrews picked up a 
necklace which Is now known to her team
mates and friends as "The Grape." 

"It started out as a joke because It was kind 
ofugiy," Andrews says. "Theguylbroughtlt 
from said It would bring me good luck. When 
I got back In the United States, I unpacked 
and found it. I couldn't remember buying It, 
so I just started wearing it." 

The "luck" of this necklace started 
rubbing off at a tournament in St. Louis after 
the team came back for Europe. 

"We lost our first game 4-1: Andrews 
says. "So the next game everyone touched 
thegrapeandwewonthenextthreegames." 
Sparta ended the tournament winning the 
championship, 2-1 against the same team 
they lost to for the Gothla Cup. The trophies 
of the championship were grape color. 

"I ltke soccer because It's a physical game 
that Involves a lot of running," Andrews 
says. "I also like the fact that we work to
gether as a team." Andrews thinks to suc
ceed In a sport, people have to have a good 
attitude and have a lot of dedication. 

When she was younger, Andrews looked 
up to Pele' because, "He Is awesome." "Now I 

look up to my dad more because he's been 
successful throughout his life; Andrews 
says. 

Andrews thinks that this years' team Is 
capable of finishing In the top three In the 
conference and should win regtonals this 
year. Her personal goal is to make all-state. 

Andrews long-term goal Is to major In 
mechanical engineering. She wants to 
continue playing soccer. The University of 
Clnctnattl has already offered a full-ride 
scholarship. Scholarships have also been 
offered to her by the UnlversltyofWisconsln 
and the University of Dayton. 

Home Sports Schedule and playoffs 
Badminton 
March 31 Fenton: East Aurora lOa.m. 
AprilS Naperville North 4:30p.m. 
April 11 Glenbard North 4:30p.m. 
April17 Wheaton Central 4:30p.m. 
Bas.eball 
April6 Geneva 4:30p.m. 
April9 Batavia 4:30p.m. 
April 10 Wheaton Cental 4:15p.m. 
April 16 Glenbard North 4:15p.m. 
Girls' Soccer 
April 7 Rockford East 1 p.m. 
April 17 Glenbard South 4:30p.m. 
Softball 
March 31 Waubonsie Valley (Double Header) IOa.m. 
April2 St. Charles 4:30p.m. 
April6 Glenbard West 4:30p.m. 
April 7 Sycamore (Double Header) 2p.m. 
April 12 Oswego 4:30p.m. 
Boys• tennis 
April4 East Aurora 4p.m. 
April 14 Waubonsie Valley: Driscoll: Bolingbrook 8p.m. 
April 19 Glenbard South 4p.m. 
Boys• track 
April3 Dekalb 4:30p.m. 
April 17 Naperville North; Glenbard North 4:30p.m. 
Girls' track 
April 10 Glenbard North: Wheaton North 4:30p.m. 
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